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EASTERN'S SUSTAINABILITY
EFFORTS RECEIVE

HGOL DB

RATING

astern has received

E its first “pold” rating
for sustainability from the
Sustainabilicy Tracking, As-
sessment and Rating System
(STARS). Eastern was one
of only three colleges in
Connecticut to receive a
gold rating and is one of
138 colleges and universities
nationwide to be gold-rated
by the Association for the
Advancement of Sustainabil-
ity in Higher Education,

‘The rating is a way for
colleges and universities 1o
measure thelr sustainabilicy
performance in broad areas
such as academics, opera-
tions, innovation and leader-

ship, among others. The anly other Connecticut Institutions
ranked gold are Yale University and Connecticut Coﬂn‘.gl.
Under President Elsa Nifezs leadership, the University has
revised its Climate Action Plan and pledged to become carbon
neucral by 2030, while advancing climate resiliency through
participation in Second Nature's Climate Leadership Network,
"1 am very proud of Eastern's sustalnabilicy accomplishments,”

Wi s

istant I‘ltlﬁ‘!ﬂ(!!’s at Eastern,
Khai Zhi Sim and Soojin Kim, have
received Eli.'"(lwh}lillt from the New i“.llH].ll‘hl
Board of Higher Education’s North Sar
Collective, which supports Black, Indige-

nous, and 1’1.'(1}:]1: of Color (BIPOC) f‘:lL'UIl}'.

The fellowships are designed o help junior
faculty achieve promotion and tenure, with
a spcci;lj r_'JI\PhuS'i:.' on writng, puhlisl\it!ﬂ
and providing mentorship,

Sim, assistant pJ'ufg's:.ut of economics
and finance, studies l!:.mkillp‘. macro and
manetary economics, and applied game
theory. During his fellowship, Sim will
work on two research projects; One will
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qua]yxv the HLr:m,'Hit interactions berween
financial institutions and policymakers, and
the other, in collaboration with a wuhll_'y:!l\
University professor, will look at how bank
bailouts Incentivize banks’ investment in
culup]it‘alﬂj and Opague assets,

Sim's native language is Mandarin
Chinese. "1 believe that my participation
in the i‘c”nwn]:ip would be a great hcll) o
me in writing the two research articles,”
said Sim in his fbl|tsw5]|i|r '.I|J}J] ication. "As a
non-native English .spu:lkr_'r, I am usually at
a disadvantage when it comes o communi-
cating my ideas through writing."

Kim, assistant pmfe.‘.sul' of art and art
history, will use her fellowship w work on

said Nifiez. “While chere
is much work ahead, we
have made good prog-
ress and will continue to
increase the integration
of sustainability into eur
curriculum, enhance
campus and community
engagement, and improve
efficiencies and carbion-
free initlatives in our
operations.”

"STARS provides a
mechanism by which
Eastern can prioritize
actions to improve sus-
tainable pracrices across
all gectors of campus,”
sald Patricia Szoays,
executive director of

Eastern’s Institute for Sustainability, “This achieverment is the
resule of efforts of the entire communiey.”

The gold rating is valid through 2025, at which point
Eastern will submit a new report for review. The University's
lutest report was peer-reviewed by sustainability specialisis
at Connecticut College and Wesleyan University for qualiy
control prior to formal STARS submission,

Professors receive North Star Fellowships

Khai 2

a limited-edition artist's book, "l;mnl\}f
Pants," exploring the cultural aspects of one
of her early memories of Korean Hl:ll\l.l-
mothers wearing,
from what Kore:

baggy pants, a holdover
women were once forced

Lo wWear 13}' ]'.tp:mceic colonial auchorides in
the early 19005, These "Mom Pae,” a type
of “balloon pants,” were popular with her
grandmother's generation in Korea,
Eastern was one of the North Star Col-
lective’s i'uundim_; members in 2022, The
collective now p:u\"ll.{t.'s fl:“nwnllips to 16
member colleges and universities, both
public and private, in New England.
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astern’s Center for Early Childhood Education (CECE) reached a
E milestone on March 22 when it surpassed 5 million views on its
YouTube channel. The center is a research and professional development
institute focused on improving the quality of early care and education.

Center faculty and staff conduct research on child development and
teaching strategies, and develop educational videos o train current and
furure teachers. Videos are hosted on the center’s website and YouTube
channel,

The center’s YouTube channel has more than 250 videos featuring
researchers and other experts, reachers, home day care providers, hame
visitors and program administrators. To date, more than 130 Eastern stu-
denis have been involved in projects or research that led to videos or have
served as production interns helping to caprure and edit video footage.

Videos have been viewed around the world, with most views coming
from the United States, Canada, Auscralia, the United Kingdom and India,
Viewership also comes [rom countries such as the Philippines, Singapore,
Malaysia and Pakistan,

CECE videos
have received seven

" astern’s first exhibit of the spring 2023 semester

s was “Chinatown Chronicles.” In collaboration
with Charles Yu's “Interior Chinatown,"” Eastern's 2023
NEA Big Read book selection, the exhibit ran Jan.
18-March 9.

Taking inspiration from Yu's novel, Chinatown
Chronicles “explores poignant themes of interior

national Telly Awards
for technical ex-
cellence in video
production, most
recently for "A Study
of the Play of Dhual
Language Learners in
an English-Speaking
Classtoom,” featur-
ing the research

of undergraduate
student Stelanie
Dominguez '18,

Chinatown through the work of 20 artists who offer
unexpected connections and parallels for Yu's incisive
portraic of a vibrant community that has thrived in
the face of unrelenting stereotyping,” explained Julia
Wintner, director of Eastern’s Art Gallery,

Statania Domlngusez 30 st b front of e vides rocowdlng eulpmant she
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Alfsin Lundy ‘20, Jalray Trawick-Simith,
Nyssa Batry 70, and Jula Datapp show
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